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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 14027 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, SREF, TH, VN 

SUBJ: REPATRIATION OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

REF: BANGKOK 13878 

1. BUI TIEN RUNG, GVN EMBASSY COUNSELOR IN BANGKOK, 

ON SEPTEMBER 7 SUPPORTED OUR IMPRESSION IN REFTEL THAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE WERE NOT ANXIOUS TO RECEIVE VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
FROM THAILAND. HE CITED AN INTERESTING SIDE EFFECT OF THE 
PUBLICITY CENTERING AROUND THAI BUSINESSMAN SAMPHAO SIRISAM- 
PHAN'S EFFORTS IN PARIS TO OBTAIN THE AIR CONTRACT FOR REPATRIA- 
TION. ACCORDING TO RUNG THE NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNITY IN NORTH- 
EASTERN THAILAND, THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF WHOM WOULD PREFER 
TO STAY IN THAILAND, WENT INTO SLIGHT PANIC AT THE NEWSPAPER 
ACCOUNTS. NORTH VIETNAMESE CADRE HAVE ALREADY COLLECTED 
SEVERAL THOUSAND BAHT PER INFLUENTIAL FAMILY WITH THE UNDERSTANDING 
THAT WHEN AND IF THE REPATRIATION LIST COMES OUT, THESE FAMILIES 
WILL NOT BE ON IT. CORRUPTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA KNOWS NO IDEO- 
LOGICAL BOUNDARIES. 
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